
Mace Ranch Innovation Center NOP Comment Letters 
Number Comment Letter Author Date 

Public Agencies 
1 California Department of Transportation December 8, 2014 
2 Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board November 24, 2014 
3 Federal Emergency Management Agency November 13, 2014 

4 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State 

Clearinghouse 
November 20, 2014 

5 Native American Heritage Commission November 24, 2014 
6 Native American Heritage Commission (Amended) December 5, 2014 
7 U.S. Army Engineer District, Department of the Army November 14, 2014 
8 Yolo County December 8, 2014 

Residents, Groups, and Organizations 
9 California Energy Commission November 7, 2014 
10 Pacific Gas & Electric November 12, 2014 
11 Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation November 18, 2014 

Other 
12 NOP Scoping Meeting Transcript November 17, 2014 
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Nick Pappani

From: Mace Ranch Innovation Center <maceranchinctr@cityofdavis.org>
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 5:26 PM
To: Nick Pappani; Heidi Tschudin (htschudin@sbcglobal.net)
Subject: FW: Comment on the Impacts to Transportation and Circulation

Forwarding Email 2 
 
Sarah Worley, AICP 
Deputy Innovation Officer 
City of Davis 
(530) 747‐5882 
sworley@cityofdavis.org 
www.cityofdavis 
@sarahacworley 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Celli, Ken@Energy [mailto:Ken.Celli@energy.ca.gov]  
Sent: Friday, November 07, 2014 2:35 PM 
To: Mace Ranch Innovation Center 
Subject: Comment on the Impacts to Transportation and Circulation 
 
Dear Project Planner: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the potential significant impacts to Transportation and Circulation arising 
from the Mace Ranch Innovation Center Project. 
 
 
Impact: 
 
Residents of Davis commuting by bicycle to Sacramento and their counterparts commuting to Davis have no alternative 
but to cross Mace Boulevard to obtain access to the Yolo Causeway bike path. Bike commuters must either cross Mace 
Blvd. at 2nd Street or at E. Chiles Road. Without mitigation, the Mace Ranch Innovation Center Project will certainly 
increase traffic levels at these intersections and will most likely result in a substantial reduction in Level of Service (LOS). 
The increase in traffic represents a heightened risk to bicycle commuters going to and from Davis and Sacramento. 
 
 
Mitigation:  
 
The bicycle commuters could be completely separated from automobile traffic on Mace Boulevard if the developer 
would provide access to the existing bike path which runs between Interstate‐80 and the UPRR railroad tracks, 
commonly known as the "old Route 40 bike path." The old Route 40 is owned by CalTrans and jointly maintained by 
CalTrans and the City of Davis. Currently, the only access points onto the bike path are the extreme ends (terminus, 
termini?) of the old Route 40 bike path. Specifically, the access points occur at Olive Drive abutting the Interstate 80 
southbound off‐ramp, the Mace Blvd. southbound on/off‐ramps, and at County Road 32A at the intersection of County 
Road 105. None of these access points offer a useful way onto the old Route 40 bike path to anyone living in South, East 
or North Davis. However, if the developer would build access ramps from the Dave Pelz Overcrossing and from the 
Poleline Road Overcrossing to the old Route 40 bike path, every bicyclist in Davis would be able to take the Davis Bike 
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Loop to the old Route 40 bike path and bike out of town underneath the Mace Boulevard tunnel completely separated 
from automobile traffic. This would completely mitigate any impacts to bicyclists from the Mace Ranch Innovation 
Center Project and represents a complete solution.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 
 
Kenneth D. Celli 
Hearing Advisor II 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street, MS‐9 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
(916) 651‐8893 
 
 



 
 
 
 

  

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

Land Services 

343 Sacramento Street 

Auburn, CA 95603 

 

 
November 12

th
, 2014 

 
City of Davis Community Development and Sustainability Department 
Attn: Project Planner 
23 Russell Boulevard, Suite 2 
Davis, CA 95616 
 
 
Re: Notice of Preparation of a DEIR for the Mace Ranch Innovation Center Project Comment Letter 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
Thank you for notifying PG&E of the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the Mace Ranch 
Innovation Center Project and giving us the opportunity to provide our comments.  
 
PG&E owns and operates a 12” high pressure natural gas pipeline that runs along the southern portion of 
the project. Additionally PG&E owns and operates an overhead distribution line along the eastern 
boundary of the project. To promote the safe and reliable maintenance and operation of utility facilities, 
the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) has mandated specific clearance requirements 
between utility facilities and surrounding objects or construction activities. To ensure compliance with 
these standards, project proponents should coordinate with PG&E early in the development of their 
project plans, for the electric distribution facilities G.O. 95 clearances must be maintained at all times. Any 
proposed improvement plans should provide for unrestricted utility access, and prevent easement 
encroachments that might impair the safe and reliable maintenance and operation of PG&E’s facilities.  
 
Any proposed activities with the potential to change the grade above our pipeline (temporary or 
permanent) must be reviewed and approved by PG&E. Other potential concerns include: 1) compaction 
over the pipeline due to heavy equipment 2) Underground Service Alert (USA) location of facilities before 
excavation near PG&E’s easement 3) Changes in the drainage patterns that could undermine the stability 
of soils around the pipeline, and 4) future construction or landscaping (please have PG&E review the 
landscaping plan prior to any plantings within the easement area) within the easements.  
 
Call 811 to have PG&E’s underground facilities located and marked. Please note that PG&E 
standby personnel are required when potholing gas transmission facilities to confirm depths or 
when construction activities are taking place within five feet of the gas transmission pipeline. 
 
It is important to note that the continued development consistent with the Mace Ranch Innovation Center 
Project may have a cumulative impact on PG&E’s gas and electric systems and may require on-site and 
off-site additions and improvements to the facilities which supply these services. Because utility facilities 
are operated as an integrated system, the presence of existing facilities does not necessarily mean that 
those facilities have the capacity to meet an increased demand.  
 
Expansion of distribution and transmission lines and related facilities are a necessary consequence of 
growth and development. In addition to adding new distribution feeders, the range of electric system 
improvements needed to accommodate growth may include upgrading existing substation and 
transmission line equipment, expanding existing substations to their ultimate build-out capacity, and 
building new substations and interconnecting transmission lines. Comparable upgrades or additions that 
may be needed to accommodate additional capacity on the gas system could include facilities such as 
regulator stations, odorizer stations, valve lots, as well as distribution and transmission lines. 
 
The requesting party will be responsible for the costs associated with the relocation of existing PG&E 
facilities to accommodate the Mace Ranch Innovation Center Project. Because the relocation of facilities 
requires long lead times and is not always feasible, project proponents are encouraged to consult with 
PG&E as early in their planning stage as is possible.  
 



 
 
 
 

  

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

Land Services 

343 Sacramento Street 

Auburn, CA 95603 

 

 
We would like to recommend that environmental documents for the Mace Ranch Innovation Center 
Project include an adequate evaluation of the cumulative impacts to utility systems. Additionally the 
document should include an evaluation of the significance of the construction activities associated with 
installing new service facilities or the relocation of existing facilities, any potential environmental issues 
associated with the project should also be identified. This will assure the project’s compliance with CEQA 
and reduce potential delays to the project schedule. 
 
PG&E is committed to providing safe and reliable gas and electric service to meet Davis’ growing needs. 
Gas and electric service may be available to this project if desired. The developer should contact PG&E’s 
Service Planning Department at 1-800-743-5000 as soon as possible to coordinate construction.  
 
If you have any questions about PG&E’s comments please feel free to give me a call at (530) 889-5150 
or contact me by e-mail at S2P0@PGE.COM. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Seth Perez 
Land Agent 
 
 
 

mailto:S2P0@PGE.COM
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1              MACE RANCH INNOVATION CENTER PROJECT

2

3                            + + + + +

4

5                DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

6                     PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

7

8                            + + + + +

9

10                             MONDAY,

11                        NOVEMBER 17, 2014

12

13                            + + + + +

14            The above-entitled scoping meeting convened at

15   6:00 p.m., at the Veterans Memorial Center Multipurpose

16   Room, 203 E. 14th Street, Davis, California 95616.

17            The meeting convened and was adjourned at

18   8:00 p.m., with no formal comments submitted.

19 Date:  November 25, 2014

20
Ref No. 15306 _________________________________

21 REPORTED BY:  JENNIFER M. HERNANDEZ, CSR #13363

22

23

24

25                                                             
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